Musculoskeletal Effects of Antineoplastic Agents.
Cancer remains a common disease with approximately 40% of Americans diagnosed with cancer in their lifetime. Medical advances in the field of oncology have led to an increased life expectancy and a decreased mortality rate. Antineoplastic agents such as taxanes and targeted therapies are indicated in the treatment of many cancers, and their use can be associated with various musculoskeletal complaints and adverse effects. Orthopaedic Surgeons are trained to identify primary bone tumors and metastasis to bones. It is also important for them to have an understanding of the profile of musculoskeletal adverse effects associated with the treatment of the more common neoplasms. This article reviews the current literature on the commonly used chemotherapeutic agents and their associated musculoskeletal effects.